
STOP 



Early Journal Content on JSTOR, Free to Anyone in the World 

This article is one of nearly 500,000 scholarly works digitized and made freely available to everyone in 
the world by JSTOR. 

Known as the Early Journal Content, this set of works include research articles, news, letters, and other 
writings published in more than 200 of the oldest leading academic journals. The works date from the 
mid-seventeenth to the early twentieth centuries. 

We encourage people to read and share the Early Journal Content openly and to tell others that this 
resource exists. People may post this content online or redistribute in any way for non-commercial 
purposes. 

Read more about Early Journal Content at http://about.jstor.org/participate-jstor/individuals/early- 
journal-content . 



JSTOR is a digital library of academic journals, books, and primary source objects. JSTOR helps people 
discover, use, and build upon a wide range of content through a powerful research and teaching 
platform, and preserves this content for future generations. JSTOR is part of ITHAKA, a not-for-profit 
organization that also includes Ithaka S+R and Portico. For more information about JSTOR, please 
contact support@jstor.org. 



177 



March. MODERN LANGUAGE NOTES, iS 



No. 3. 



178 



sources were drawn all the facts marshalled 
with such skill and explained with such acu- 
men. 

The rational approach to the study of the 
Master-Poet through grammar, archaeology 
and philology was treated with never a lapse 
into prosiness or conventionality. But the 
last lecture was the important one. Follow- 
ing Freytag, the lecturer analysed with 
masterly skill and simplicity the evolution of a 
plot and the relations which the characters 
and incidents bear to the central idea. The 
weakness of Shakespeare's fourth acts was 
well illustrated ; and a hit, a very palpable hit, 
recorded when the critical foil pricked the 
body of theatrical realism. 

Those of us who consider ourselves average 
students of Shakespeare have listened to 
so many clamorous voices raised in windy 
chorus of theorizing and moralizing, that we 
were startled and delighted to hear addresses 
in which elementary facts, and principles, 
were invested with the grace of novelty, and 
the glamour of romance. Our "soul hath her 
content so absolute, that not another comfort 
like to this succeeds in unknown fate." 

Albert H. Smvth. 

Ph iladelph ia . 



PROFESSOR CUR ME' S ASSOCIATE 

ED/TORS. 
To the Editors of Mod. Lang Notes : 

Sirs: — Please allow me a few lines to correct 
an erroneous impression which the reviewer of 
Professor Curme's book seems to entertain 
with reference to the persons to whom the 
editor acknowledges his indebtedness. In no 
proper sense were we associates ; for Pro- 
fessor Curme made his own selections and 
wrote his introduction without advice or 
assistance from us. Our work consisted solely, 
so far as I know, of reading the proofs and 
making a few marginal corrections and 
suggestions. It is due to Professor Curme, 
as well as to us, that our proper relations 
should be known, since to consider us all under 
the misleading caption of associates, would be 
to deprive him of the praise he very justly 
deserves for the excellence of his work, and 
to hold us responsible for any adverse criticism 
which may attach to it. 

Respectfully, 

Samuel Garner. 

Annapolis , Md. 



BRIEF MENTION. 



' Ueber den Ursprung der neuenglischen 
Schriftsprache ' (Gebr. Henninger, Heilbronn), 
by Dr. Lorenz Morsbach, is an important 
contribution to English philology. In the 
popular view the literary or standard English 
of today received its initial stamp at the hands 
either of Chaucer or of Wyclif. Several 
years ago Prof, ten Brink ('ChaucersSprache 
und Verskunst') weighed the evidence of their 
respective claims to this singular honor, and 
decided that the influence of the court poet 
Chaucer in determining the future destiny of 
the language, was at most but incidentally 
aided by the labors of his great theological 
contemporary. Dr. Morsbach at this point 
takes up the problem, and while agreeing with 
Prof, ten Brink in regarding London as the 
cradle of the language, reduces Chaucer's 
headship to a mere factor in the reenforcement 
of an assured tendency, and declares: " Auch 
wenn Chaucer seine unsterblichen Werke 
nicht geschrieben hatte, so wiirde die Ent- 
wickelung der englischen Schriftsprache ganz 
denselben Weg genommen haben." This is 
putting the strongest stress upon the view that 
the centralizing life at London and at the Court 
supplied all the conditions necessary for the 
creation of a uniform standard of speech. To 
establish this view Dr. Morsbach proceeds 
in accordance with exact philological methods. 
He investigates the London dialect as it has 
been preserved in the legal State and parlia- 
mentary records for the period of fifty years, 
which extend from the central point in 
Chaucer's career, 1380, onward to the year 
1430, and thus discovers a language which, 
while in the main identical with that of the 
poet's works, has yet points of difference, and 
these differences, it is argued, hold the closer 
relation to modern literary English. Since 
most of these sources for the English of culti- 
vated Londoners at the time of Chaucer are 
not yet published, it is welcome news to be 
told that Dr. Morsbach promises soon to 
publish a volume of them. In the meanwhile 
his treatise may be regarded as a careful 
presentation of the facts there revealed, while 
it also deserves a high place among the most 
trustworthy contributions both to the history 
of the language in general, and to the special 
province of Chaucerian English. 

It is seldom that a book has appeared at a 
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